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May. 23. 2006

Dr. Nils J. Diaz, Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Diaz:

, "

, The U. S. Nuclear Regul~toty Commission has been effective in regulating radioactive
material usage in the State of New Jersey over the past several decades. As you are aware from
your regulatory role, New Jersey has a large indu~trial ba~e, includiflg many high tech
companies, many of which utifize ra,dioactive material in industrial or res~arch applications.

, Additionally, aCademIa and. the he~lth professions share in the statewide usage of radioactive
material. ' ,

, ,

While'such usage benefits alt of us, radiation ~afety has always been a prime concern. 1
feel that the State of New Jersey should playa vital role in the radiation protection of Its citizens.
Toward that end. it is ciur intent to pursue an agreement with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
COn'lmis~ion for transfer of authority for the regulation' of radioactive material to the'State of New
Jersey under Section 2.74b of. the Atomic Energy AiA of 1954, as amended. This becomes
particuiarly important since the Energy Policy Act of 2005 amended the, definition of byproduct
"material. New Jer~eys tine radioactive material regulatory prCigr~mfor naturally occurring and

accelerator, pr-oduced materials would 'pe pree,mpted: We'wish t9 retain that responsibility. ,

, " New Je~s~yh~S ~ comprehensive program to ~~ulate m,any o~er $OU~S, of. radia~on
if!cluding x~ray and pa(ticle accelerators. We also license many radiatlofl professionals. ibelieve
that by becoming an Agreement state, we will create a more efficient regulatory program and

reduce license fees to the regulated com~unity in the long term. "

, Commissioner~is~P: Jackson of the NewJersey Department of Eiwironmental
Protection will be responsible for implem~ntatrol'l of the Agreement ~tate program. Details of the
implem'entatton will be the responsib\lIty, of Mr. Paul' Baldauf, Assistant Director, Radiation
ProtectIon and R~lease Prevention, whO can be reached at 699p984-5636 •.

Sincerely., ,

Jon S. Corzine


